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Y intention in "this little Tract is tos 
offer, in few words, my ſentiments upon | 
che courſe of ſtudy, preſcribed to the candidate 
for the firſt degree in arts by the cuſtom of 
our Univerſity; and to ſuggeſt, what appears to 
ey a practicable ſcheme for its improvement, 
In the proſecution of my purpoſe, I do not 
Wink i it neceſſary to begin with developing the 
primary deſign of our Anceſtors in Academica. 
Foundations; nor ſhall I treſpaſs upon my 
atience by an enquiry, how far 
change of circumſtances and ſeaſons may con- 
vey to us a right of departing. from the tradi- 
tionary forms of Education in theſe ſeats of 
Uterature: I ſhall ſuppoſe it to be the general 
Idea, that they ought to be conſidered as ſemi- 
naries for the information of youth in thoſe ſtu- 
dies, which have a tendency. to fit them for the 
various ſcenes of ſocial life; and that the plan, 
at preſent purſued in the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, labours under ſome very capital defects. 
Whether the Emendation, propoſed in the 
following pages, be practicable or not, is a 
queſtion, which muſt be decided by the wiſdom 
of thoſe, in whom the power of altering or 
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=” and to whoſe judgement it is now, with 
all humility, ſubmitted. It is only requeſted, 
that, if any ſentiments occur in the progreſs 


of my Argument, which ſhall be thought of- 55 


fenſtve, it may be attentively and diſpaſſionatel 


conſidered, whether they are not juſtly. found- 


ed, and whether they do not immediately ariſe 
from the nature of the ſubject now before us. 
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In conſequence. of my having five times ex- 


erciſed the office of Moderator of the Univer- 
ſity, and of a Tutor for more than fifteen years, 


1 2 1 may preſume ſo ſo far upon my knowledge 


of our Form of Literary Diſcipline, and my 
acquaintance with the movements of the Youth- 


ful Mind, as to hint what appears to me ex- 


ceptionable in our preſent Courſe of Education, 


and to ſuggeſt the Model of an Inſtitution, in 
my Idea, approaching nearer to perfection. 5 
In the diſcuſſion of this queſtion, the voice of 


| Calumny, the effuſions of illiberal Reſentment, 
ſhall. paſs unnoticed. But if the objections, 


which: may poſſibly | be urged againſt the offered 
ſcheme of Improvement, ſhall be propoſed in 
the ſpirit of Candour, they ſhall he replied tg 


in the fame. ſpirit. Poſſeſſing a voice in the 
Legiſlature of our little Republic, I have an 


undoubted right to offer to its conſideration, 


whateyer I may t think will be conducive to our 


honour and adyantage. But I ſhall conduct. 


att in he Fraud! as 4 1 who conſidery, 


that | 
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F 
thit,although ſome alterations n may bousbellry, 


hiis own particular mode of effecting them may 
not be the moſt eligible; and, therefore, if it be 
rejected, Iwill endeavour to enjoy, in tranqui- 
lity, the ſatisfaction ariſing from the conſci- 


ouſneſs of good intentions; a ſatisfaction, 


| which is neither impaired by a aaa 


nor enhanced by ſucceſs. 
It has frequently been objedtel 10 us; that, 


of late years, there hath been an enormous in- 


creaſe in the expences of Academical Educa- 


tion. I ſhall not inquire, how far this evil is 
to be imputed to the conduct of the Parent or 


the Guardian: I ſhall only obſerve, that if this 
extravagance, and conſequent licentiouſneſs of 
manners, in any degree ariſes: from our own 


error or inattention, both our honour and i. in 
tereſt are concerned in reſtraining chem 


Many perſons of great ee and real 
Worth. who have alſo manifeſted a tender re- 
gard for the intereſts of our Univerſity, have 
often hinted, that it is become abſolutely ne- 


cCeſſary for us to exert ourſelves, with more than 
ordinary zeal, in the preſent alarming criſis of 
national manners. And it is a truth too melan- 


choly to be inſiſted on, that a licentious and in- 


fidel ſpirit, diffuſing itſelf from the Metropolis 


as its center, at length hath penetrated theſe 


5 retirements; and hath produced appearances, 
* unbecoming a place, ſet apart for 
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a Virtuous affection 
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honoured; in 


| - Schemexofdlſcipline, planned with wiſdom, 


WE, thoſ corruptions, W 
he preſent tir 


fer t | 
leads the minds of youth 
ach inferior gratification, y 
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| iſſion of vice, by dimit 
ing the Member and be 1 its temptations, 9 
e animating proſpect of REWARD... Emde 


The time of life, when the powers of 3 
ſon are re approaching to their maturity, ſhould 
choſen, as the 8 ; 


incentive in maturer Ras; 5 i 
It has frequently been obſerved, thet * 
affections ls the. human 


MM. "that it is our wiſdom to convert them to 


the * affections moſt 


it wilt be 1 mn 
t we afterwards * to impreſs 5 
the mind with 


the ſeaſon, v 
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their nobleſt objects; and that if, in particular, 


ie-ardour of improvement; or 
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A ſytem of: en ce cannot be 
complete, in which the ſpirit of Emulation is 
on” WWW 

But in our Univerſity, the major part of the 
ide have no opportunity of exerting their 
abilities under the influence of this generous 

| aten And in thoſe inſtances, vrherein it is 
Lufee to manifeſt its power, its force is ex- 
pended in the acquiſition of a ſpecies of learn- 
ing, which, however excellent in many re- 
ſpects, certainly has not a reaſonable claim to 

_ the diſtinguiſhed Privileges, which it enjoys at 

_ pon? in this Seat of Literature; inaſmuch as 

it neither prepares our ſtudents for a creditable 
entrance upon thoſe particular profeſſions, to 

Which the higheſt honours and emoluments are 

_ annexed in civil life; nor tends immediately to 
fit them for a general commerce with the world. 

Let us, for inſtance, enquire, what field is 
1 for its exertion, in the caſe of candi- 
dates for the firſt degree in arts. 

The ſolicitude, previous to an examination 
1 the Bachelor's degree, and the joy, con- 
- ſequent upon paſſing through it with ſucceſs, 
_ evidently demonſtrate, that an uncommon ar- 
dour of Emulation actuates the breaſt of each 

aſpirant to thoſe honourable diſtinctions, which 


” : * / ; 7 —. i 
. ' + 7 F 4 . Ny 5 
c . : i = 
g 4 i 
5 1 
* % 
"2 
1 
; 1 
* Y 
Y | J - * * 
* 1 4 * , V. 
% * - 
F = * — * 1 
wy 
: 
” 
. 
E » : 
. 
- 
Fg | ; * N 4 
— 0 . 1 * 
„ * 
e 
* 
Cx - 
o 
% 
* 


2 * 1 

* 4 "TT, 4 SME» 
e 

—— . 
5 8 =” ; 
e 


"os 
* i 
2.4 

32 ay 

* 
e 
he 

8 
Ne 

r 
* 

BEE 
$855 
7 
r 
N 

EY, bw.” 

44 wo ty 
CONE 

3 
8 

WORKS. 

* 

Tx" 

92 

2 59 —1 
f ; 

<< 

A; N 
"of 

: ; 

#91 

©. 
. 

3 

9 

. 

: 
S 4% 

9 39 
5 
* 

2 
75 

1 

. 
% 
4 

2 

- 

1 SS - 
5 
ny 
ip? 

1 4% 
IS 
$5479 
1 

25 

1 | 

7 
ky 

1 

„ 

W 

1 * 

+= "Het 

Ar 
+ 
t | 
bs 
* = 

A 


£3 7 5 1 Bt 
dhe Univerſity then beſtows upon her moſt * 


proved ſons. | 
But, even in this caſe, the object of purſuit 


is. removed at too great a diſtance from the 


time of admiſſion, for the Emulative ä 
to act uniformly. 

Experience ſhewys, that the a: dangerous 
temptations await the youth at his firſt en- 
trance upon Academical Life. And common 
ſenſe ſeems to dictate, that at this time we 
ſhould, with peculiar care, endeavour to con- 
firm the habits of application, gained in each 
inferior Seminary, by a more extenſive exerciſe 
of the Emulative Affections, and trials of a 
more important kind, Vet, ſtrange as it muſt 


appear to every Perſon, who affords the matter 


a moment's conſideration, ng evidence is re- 


quired of the Student's proficiency in the courſe 
preſcribed by the cuſtom of the Univerſity, un- 
til the time of his N 1 Diſputant 
in the Public Schools. 
Hence the firſt years of nile are too 
generally ſpent in indolence, or extravagance; 
the laſt in an obſtinate courſe of labours, which 
enfeeble the mental powers of the ſtudent, at 
the ſame time that they have not unfrequently 
been known tq be deſtructive to his health. 
From hence alſo we may account for the 
flender'i improvements, made in each branch of 
OP bun thoſe numergus ſtudents, who, for 
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 tinie of commencing Bachelors 


continue = their reſidence among us till the 


c thoſe that are imprope 3 wy . 
"Pp ur of excelling, which in the Penſi 
exerts itſelf in the inveſtigation loſc phic 
| the F e eber to aim 
guiſhing himſelf in every faſhi 
91 of diſſipation. And 


it is often among theſe conſidered as a 


ſtitution of the U niverſity, they are in a 


ch 


by the preſent con- 


2 


W 


Aderſtood, and conſequently the 


p | "I as 1 98 
4 W . ' 


: pr reparatory W a more eng intercourſe 5 


win Matkind. | 
Fam duly ſenſible of the 1 many 8584 conſe- 
quences, which are derived from a moderate at= 


| tention to the prevailing ſtudies of this place: 
they give ſtrength and ſolidity to the judge= 
ment, and call forth thoſe inventive powers, 
Which, in afterlife, may be ſucceſsfully applied 
to the inveſtigation of elegant and uſeful pro- 


blems in every valuable Art. The knowledge 
of Nature, and of her laws, is, in a peculiar 


tnanner, ſuited to the ever inquiſitive mind of 


man; and, by the variety and eXtenſiye magni- 


ficence of the views which it affords us, tends 


: to the abolition of thoſe narrow prej judices, 


and confined principles, which forbid us to 


elevate our thoughts to the good of nations, 
and of late poſterity ; at the ſame time that they 


very powerfully obſtru& the progreſs of our 
underſtandings to that perfection, for which 


they were originally deſigned. 


Vet ſurely the ſtudy of the Mathematics, and 
of Nature's operations, ſhould not intirely en- 
N che 9 mind. * Enquiry 1 into meta- 

| | phyſical, 


„ The late Inſtitution of Dr. smith, were every other incen 
tive to be withdrawn, would ſupply ſufficient inducetnents to the 


| Rudy of the more recondite parts of Mathematics and Philoſo- 


phy. - However, it is no part of the Author's deſign, to diſcou- 


; rage general i improvement in theſe branches of ſound and uſeful 


Learning; but rather, by propoſing them as the objects of an ear- 
her attention, to render their fas more accurately under- 


dies themſelves more extenſtvely 
to o his countrymen, | | 


; ' 
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> phyſical, and moral truth, is accompanied with 
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numerous advantages; and tends to produce 
thoſe fruits in public and in private life, to 
which we aſſign the names of the moſt ho- 
nourable virtues that can dignify or ornament 
Eͤ5ñß1—„»n— 
It is to the finiſhed compoſitions of Greectce 
and Rome, that the ſtudent muſt direct his 
view, if he wiſhes to excel in juſt ſentimentt. 
and expreſſive diction; yet, excepting the en- 
couragements given by the Chancellor, and 
Univerſity Members, Claſſical Merit is altoge- L | 


lt hath been objected, that the Expreſſion, made uſe of in 8 di 
this place, is ſtronger than the real circumſtances of the caſe will 0 
Warrant, and that the Craven Scholarſhips, together with the = : 
Præmiums given in ſome private Societies, afford a ſufficient en- = tl 
couragement to the Youth, who are ambitious of un diſtin- = 
guiſhed by the Luſtre of their Claſſical Attainments. But it is . 
requeſted, that the Gentlemen, who think that there is any weight 
in theſe obſervations, would reflect, that the ſaid Scholarſhips 
are only two in number; that the ſame Perſons may be poſſeſſed 
of them for the term of fourteen years; and, therefore, on account = 
of the unfrequency of the Election, that they cannot poſſibly be © 
conſidered as forming any very powerful incentive to youthful xx 
Emulation. However, as they are invariably the rewards of = br 
_ Claſſical Merit, I will freely acknowledge that they ought to have = 
been mentioned among its Encouragements. Yaleant, quantum 
walere poſſunt. „ 8 1 5 | 
With £54 mp to the encouragements in private Colleges, they 
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are altogether out of the Queſtion. The latent of the preſent 8 
Publication is to ſhew the Expediency, and even Neceſſity of 3 
introducing a more perfect Mode of Education into the Unive·er̃ 
ſity at large, — to point out the Advantages of diffuſing the Spirit | 
of Emulation among all orders of our Youth, — and to recom- 
mend each branch of uſeful Science, each valuable Art, each di- 
viſion of politer Literature, as the objects of their animated Pur- 
ſuit. In the proſecution of my purpoſe, it would have been im- 
pertinent to have taken notice of thoſe partial Inſtitutions, which 
have been adopted by ſome particular Communities, with a view 
of obviating the fundamental Imperfections in our Academical 


The ſtudy of Hiſtory alſo, that pleaſing 
monitor, which, as it inſtructs us in the errors 
of the paſt, affords us the moſt important do- 
cuments for the conduct of ſucceeding ages, is 
X not ſufficiently encouraged. And, to ſum up 
the matter of complaint in few words, almoſt 
every valuable attainment is defrauded of its 
pʒroper portion of praiſe ; while thoſe honorary 
= diſtinctions, which ought to be the rewards of 
ſucceſsful labours in every branch of uſeful Li- 
terature, and which, if judiciouſly diſtributed, 
would fix the fervent attention of youth to each 4 
important object of purſuit, are, at preſent, 4 
diſpenſed, with a culpable partiality, in favour 2 
of the proficients in one particular div:fion of 
the Sciences. The conſequences are ſuch, as 
might naturally be expected to take place: The 
Academic changes the ſeat of his reſidence for 
ſcenes, which demand accompliſhments of a 
different nature from thoſe, to which glory and 
profit are annexed within the walls of Cam- 
bridge — his acquiſitions appear unimportant 
= Courſe; as the natural effects of ſuch Schemes of Improvement 
= mult always be counteracted, and, in moſt inſtances, intirely 
= overborne, by the far ſuperior Influence of thoſe honorary Diſ- 
= tinions, which the Univerſity holds forth as Incentives to Phi- 
= TIoſfophical Inquiry. 5 e N ö 
Is am heartily diſpoſed to allow to every Effort towards Refor- 
1 mation, its proper portion of Praiſe. And it is with pleaſure I 
= acknowledge, that the Ardour, with which the worthy Tutors 
= of Trinity, St. John's, Queen's, Caius, and Chriſt's, not to men- 
tion ſome other 8 have endeavoured to introduce the 
Study of the Greek Teſtament into their reſpective Societies, 
__ = intitles them to the thanks of each conſcientious Parent, and the 
Phpflauſe of every liberal Mind. dt 


389 - 
= 
"JS „ 
4 4 
*% «, 


* 


7 


ii the eyes 


* - 
5 | 7 
7 . 4 4 5 , 
. * i Y * , 
, 9 K : 
* t P * 
©} } 


of his Fellow citizens and be 
therefore either reſigns himſelf to deſpondency, 
or ſeeks for happineſs in 0 nagen of 
A diſſipated =: ir roo: 


It may poſſibly be anſwered, that his kucken | 
which I now recommend, are already attended 
toin public, and in private Lectures. 1acknows 


ledge it with pleaſure. And, were I diſpoſed to 
_ ſpeak diſreſpectfully of the labours of the many 
worthy and ingenious Gentlemen, who now 
adorn this place, the public and- undeniable 


evidences they have afforded of aſſiduity, in the 
_- diſcharge of their reſpective functions, Would 


ſufficiently refute my calumny. The recent 


Inſtitution of a courſe of Lectures upon Mo- 


dern Hiſtory is obviouſly beneficial, as well as 
truly honourable in all its circumſtances: and. 
if we may be allowed to conjecture of the 
manner of the execution, from the animated 


expreſſions of approbation in the audience, 
ve may venture to predict, that, the fruits, 
' hereafter diſplayed in the ſcenes of public life, | 
will intitle each noble and i ingenuous Pupil to 
_ that reſpect, and veneration, which is ever due 
to the Friends and Benefactors of their Coun, 
X With reſpect to other caſes, wherein I 
; may be allowed to commend: with leſs appear- 
- ance of preſumption, I can truly fay, that 1 
have the honour of being acquainted with 


- ow! OR, who diſcharge, with credit, 


N. 


— 
8 » 
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= each part of their important truſt; and whoſe = 
& inſtructions are fitted to N the ſtudent 


for every ſrene of active life, | But ſomething 
more than the capacity and fidelity of the Tu- 
tor is required in order to the improvement of 


© the Pupil: and that ſomething, the inexhauſti- 
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ble fund of nonour would effectually ſupply; 
It may alſo be urged, that there is no neceſſity 
for engaging the Univerſity in any ſcheme of 
alteration, as the plan, purſued by the Maſter 
of St. John's. may be adopted in every other 
Society. Moſt highly do I reſpect Dr. Powell's 


e fills with ſo much honour 
to himſelf, and advantage to the Public; but 
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into ſmaller ſocieties: and, even within his own. 
it has been obſerved, that the Emulation of 
youth, for want of a wider range, too often 
produces paſſions of a more malignant kind. 
3j iii The 


= It gives me Fo to hear, that ſome Expreſſions in this Par 
ragraph, in whic | 


: 


I meant to pay a proper compliment to Dr. 


Powell, on account of his Afliduity in the Diſcharge of his 


Function, as Head of an Houſe, bave been underſtood in a ſenſe 
very different from what I intended. The Doctor hath confeſ- 
ſedly effected the Eftabliſhment of Examinations within the 


Walls of bis own College; and the fact was mentioned by me 


to his Praiſe, If an Inflitution, highly beneficial in the main, 


haas been attended with one bad conſequence, which no art, or 


foreſight, could prevent, ſuch failure is to be conſidered as his 

misfortune, not his fault; and ſhould incline him cordially to 

cooperate in ſupportof a Propoſal, not liable to ſuch an Inconve- 
nience; a Propoſal, which, it carried into Execution, would pro- 

| bably be the ſource of numerous Advantages to every other So- 
giety, at the ſame time, that from his compliance, no ſubſtantial 


ier. but rather an Increaſe of Honour, would be derived to 


FEE) 


= 2 Kasi is a delineation of the pro- 
| 5 1 model of improvement. 5 
oh . Let an ExAMINATION of ALI 2 r 
we "graduates, ranged according to their ſtanding 
— ' In he Univerſity, be ANNUALLY held in the 
_ - Senate-houſe, in the May TE! a little before g 


= 7 the time of its diviſſon. g 
Let the ſubject- matter of chi: een 
2 mo 1 the Law of Nature and of Nations, Chro- 


| !'  Tology, Hiſtory, Claſſics, Mathematics, Meta- 
_ 8 _ phyſics, and Philoſophy natural and moral; and 
let no perſon in fatu pupillari be permitted to 
—_ . - 3 his 9 as an woe app from mrs 
. ** the Claſſie 8 ahd* peine of 
5 Hiſtory, which ſhall appear moſt deſerving of 
Academical Attention, be previouſly ſettled by 
thoſe Perſons, whom the Univerſity ſhall dele- 
gate for this purpoſe; and publicly given out 
each year, as the courſe preſeribed for examina- 
tion in the year which follows; and let honorary 
Tewards be diſpenſed to thoſe ſtudents, 'who | 
e thall diſtinguiſh themſelves in each Diviſion. 
And, more particularly, let the portions of 
. Mathematics and Philoſophy,which are intend- 
=. cd to be the ſubject of each Examination, be 
__ * Umited with preciſion; with a view of reducing, 
within due bounds, the application to a ſtudy, 
Which, hoyever uſeful, has of late engroſſed 
too 0 mack of the attention of the ſtudent. 
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in order PY more powerfully to invite our 
Academica Vouth to aim at excelling in Latin 
I F or Engliſh compoſition, let the donation of 
Books of the moſt elegant Editions, in which 
are inſerted engraved impreſſions of the arms 
of the Univerſity, and OO table o 


ye iin themſelves by the Kiley of every va- 
ae attainment. 


the degree of Bachelor in Arts, let not Improve- 


J . ments in ſacred Literature remain without i 


their ſhare of praiſe. 

It is not intended, that this Courſe ſhould, i in 
fany reſpect, interfere with the ſtatutable exer- 
XX ciſes of the Univerſity: nor that it ſhould ſuper- 
ſede, but rather be preparatory to, the more im- 
b portant Examination for the Bachelor's Degree. 
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0 jof the preſent year, However, if it ſhould even 


And, in the Examination, preceding that for 


XX 1t1s propoſed, that the firſt Annual Exami- 
1 > ation ſhould take place in the May term 1774: 
ap but that it ſhould comprehend 48 thoſe Gen- 
1 tlemen, who ſhall be admitted during the courſe 
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